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Table 6.6  Trials comparing chemotherapy doublets and triplets

Median 
Response survival

Regimen Number rate (%) (weeks) Reference

Carboplatin–paclitaxel 71 28 33 Hussein et al. 
Carboplatin–paclitaxel–gemcitabine 61 45 (2000)

Mitomycin–ifosfamide–cisplatin 179 37 46 Depierre et al.
Mitomycin–ifosfamide–cisplatin → 37 55 (2001)
vinorelbine

Cisplatin–gemcitabine–vinorelbine 180 47 51 Comella et al.
Gemcitabine–cisplatin 37 42 (2000)
Vinorelbine–cisplatin 25 35

Carboplatin–gemcitabine → paclitaxel 204 21 36 Edelman et al.
Carboplatin–vinorelbine → docetaxel 28 36 (2001)

Mitomycin–vinblastine–cisplatin or 232 33 N/A Danson et al.
Mitomycin–ifosfamide–cisplatin (2001)
Gemcitabine–cisplatin      39

Carboplatin–paclitaxel–gemcitabine 243 34 44 Thompson 
Carboplatin–paclitaxel–vinorelbine 42 21 et al. (2001)
Paclitaxel–gemcitabine 29 33
Paclitaxel–vinorelbine 29 30

Mitomycin–vinblastine–cisplatin 247 41    17 Gebbia et al.
Vinorelbine–cisplatin 38 18 (2002)

Mitomycin–vinblastine–cisplatin 248 27    27 Melo et al.
Vinorelbine–cisplatin 37 38 (2002)
Gemcitabine–cisplatin 48 41

Mitomycin–ifosfamide–cisplatin 307 26 41 Crino et al.
Gemcitabine–cisplatin 38 37 (1999)

Cisplatin–gemcitabine–vinorelbine 343 44 51 Comella 
Cisplatin–gemcitabine 28 38 (2001)
Cisplatin–gemcitabine–paclitaxel 48 51

Gemcitabine–cisplatin 562 41 41 Alberola et al.
Gemcitabine–cisplatin–vinorelbine 40 34 (2001)
Gemcitabine–vinorelbine → 24 45
Ifosfamide–vinorelbine 

Figures in bold face indicate a significant (p < 0.05) difference between groups, 
N/A: not available. Arrows indicate sequential administration.

Non-platinum combination chemotherapy with third-generation
agents
The growing evidence for the equal efficacy of third-generation agents and platinum
have led to trials of non-platinum-containing combination therapy. A trial comparing
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